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Ms. Stienstra is a sociologist and senior researcher at the Federal Judicial Center, the 

United States federal judiciary’s agency for research and education. Her research has 

focused on civil case management and dispute resolution in the U.S. trial and appellate 

courts. She has published extensively on court-related subjects, including studies of 

appellate procedure, trial court case management, and alternative dispute resolution. She is 

currently completing a study of ADR in eight federal district courts. Ms. Stienstra 

established the Center’s Program for Consultations in Dispute Resolution, which assists 

the U.S. federal courts in examining their procedures for providing settlement assistance. 

She also regularly consults with court systems in other countries. She served as founding 

co-chair (with Sheila Purcell) of the Court ADR Committee of the American Bar 

Association’s Dispute Resolution Section; served on the editorial board of the Dispute 

Resolution Section’s publication, Dispute Resolution Magazine; and is a member of the 

American Bar Association and the Law & Society Association. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


